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COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING —  
POLICE RESOURCES AND POWERS 

Statement by Minister for Police 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [12.04 pm]: Later today, I will introduce into the house 
the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (Special Powers) Bill 2011. The bill will provide the 
necessary powers to WA Police during the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, or CHOGM, the 
biggest international event to be held in Perth for decades. 

The event, which will be held from 28 to 30 October, will bring more than 50 heads of sovereign states and 
4 000 delegates and journalists to Western Australia. It is vital that police and other security personnel have the 
necessary powers during this event to ensure the smooth running of the meeting and the safety and security of 
the delegates, and the community in general. The bill will provide security powers for police and authorised 
persons to use in designated security areas, as well as additional powers for police to close roads for the purposes 
of conveying dignitaries. These powers will predominantly assist police in dealing with anyone who attempts to 
disrupt the event, harm delegates or destroy property. It will also allow law enforcement officers from other 
jurisdictions to work with WA Police. The legislation will be limited to only CHOGM. Security at similar events 
held in Australia in recent times, including the 2000 Sydney Olympics, the 2002 Queensland CHOGM, the 2006 
Melbourne Commonwealth Games and the 2007 Sydney Asia–Pacific Economic Cooperation Conference, has 
been greatly assisted by the enactment of special powers.  

The WA Government has also approved additional funding for WA Police of more than $12.2 million to assist 
with the security operation for CHOGM. This funding will go towards the establishment of a 24-hour command 
centre; additional vehicle, maritime and air support capabilities during CHOGM; the recruitment of additional 
Western Australian police officers; and the use of personnel from the Australian Federal Police and police 
officers from other Australian states and territories and New Zealand.  
 


